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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of this Document 

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) relates to an application made by 
Highways England (“the Applicant”) to the Planning Inspectorate (“PINS”) under 
Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“PA 2008”) for a Development Consent 
Order (a “DCO”). If made the DCO would grant consent for the Applicant to 
undertake the A47 Wansford to Sutton Scheme (“the Scheme”). A detailed 
description of the Scheme can be found in the ES Chapter 2 The Proposed 
Scheme (AS-013). 

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere 
within the Application documents. All documents are available on the Planning 
Inspectorate website. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/a47-wansford-to-
sutton/?ipcsection=overview 

1.1.3 The SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where 
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has 
not (yet) been reached. The ExA has received extensive written and oral 
submissions on the issues relevant to the parties, and is well aware of the parties’ 
positions. However, the parties consider that this SoCG remains a useful aide 
memoire as to the issues between them, and a record of where agreement has 
been reached, which may assist the ExA. 

1.1 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground 

1.1.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) National Highways as the Applicant and (2) 
Wansford Parish Council. 

1.2 Format of this SoCG 

1.2.1 Section 3 of this SoCG and the tables within it summarise the Parties' positions on 
issues which have been agreed and issues which are outstanding.   

1.2.2 In relation to those issues not agreed, the SoCG seeks to define the issues 
remaining in a succinct and neutral manner with the intention of assisting the ExA 
in addressing the Parties' respective positions on them in his report. 

1.2.3 Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company 
on 1 April 2015. In September 2021 Highways England Company Limited changed 
its name to National Highways Limited.  National Highways is the highway 
authority in England for the strategic road network and has the necessary powers 
and duties to operate, manage, maintain and enhance the network. Regulatory 
powers remain with the Secretary of State. The legislation establishing National 
Highways made provision for all legal rights and obligations of the Highways 
Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be conferred upon or assumed 
by National Highways
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2.1.2 It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation 
undertaken between (1) National Highways and (2) Wansford Parish Council in 
relation to the issues addressed in this SoCG. 
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ANNEX A - SUBMISSIONS BY THE PARTIES IN RELATION TO THE ISSUES BETWEEN THEM 

This section summarises the submissions made by the Parties in their representations on the issues between them to the ExA 
during the Examination.  

The issues relate to or are set out within the following documents lodged during the DCO application process:- 

• Relevant Representations and Written Representations submitted by Wansford Parish Council and National Highway’s
responses and further comments on those responses submitted by both parties

• National Highways and other IPs’ responses to ExQ1 and ExQ2 and Wansford Parish Council’s comments upon them.

• Responses by lodged by both parties in respect of the hearings (ISH 2, ISH 3 and ISH 4)

• Other documents with comments on respective submissions lodged during the Examination process.

The table below sets out in tabular form the references in the Examination Library documents referred or above. 








